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ancient stories. Mahabharata is so overgrown that \t is more an encyclopaedia than a single work. The Ramayana, on the other hand, is mostly uniform in' matter and style and is the work of a single author. It has not a single line in prose or in archaic metres. The Ramayana was composed in the eastern part of India and the Mahabharata in the western part.
""     '      '             The Ramayana
The Ramayana, popularly called the Adi Kavya^4 consists, in its present form, of about 24,000 slokas, which are divided into seven books called Kandas. Orthodox opinion is that all the 24,000 slokas are original as the number is stated by the poet himself ^nd as the verses are graduated at intervals of 1000* verses with a verse beginning with the respective letter of the Gayatri hymn in order. As under" such regulated conditions any interpolation would be particularly difficult, the present text must mostly be original according to some. But the reference to this graduation by the letters of Gayatri and the reference to the number of verses are themselves not quite authentic.
Development of the Ramayana: Professor Jacobi has shown that the original Ramayana ought to have contained onJy five books ending with the present sixth book. Book I and VII (the Bala and the Uttara Kandas) must have come in as later extensions. The following reasons are adduced in support of this view:-